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BY LARRY ETTER  

  Spring sports within the Middletown Area School District officially came to a 
close last week with the Girls Softball team competing in the District 3-AAAA 
playoffs.  And, although the Lady Blue Raiders came up short in their quest for a 
district title and a berth in the state playoff picture, 2022 turned out to be a great 
year for the team.  The Raiders finished with an overall 16-7 record and one of the 
victories included coach Mike Thomas’ 100th career win.   

Big Spring 9, Middletown 1 

  On Tuesday, May 31 in the District 3 semi-final, host Big Spring had its hot bats 
going and rode that offensive showing to a decisive 9-1 victory over the visiting 
Blue Raiders.  Three, 2-run homeruns highlighted the show for the Bulldogs who 
were also keyed by solid defensive work and pitching.   

  The Raiders did knock out 7 hits against Big Spring ace Fallon Feaser, but could 
produce just a single run in the top of the seventh inning against Feaser and the 
defense.  In the game the Raiders left 8 runners stranded in the disappointing loss.  
Hitting-wise Luvi Balliet led the way with a pair of doubles, Carly Dupes stroked a 
double and a single, and Allie Cleland, Cadence Lines and Sara Dintiman added 
singles.   

  But it was the power swinging at the plate by the Bulldogs that made the 
difference.  The Raiders opened up the game with back-to-back singles by Cleland 
and Lines, giving rise to a promising start for the Middletown squad.  But no 
scores came from the efforts.  In the bottom of the first inning the Bulldogs 
displayed power at the plate as Feaser drove a pitch over the left field fence for a 2-
0 lead.  Middletown pitcher Christine Miller got out of the inning without further 
damage, but, in the bottom of the second Raychael Hotlry and Feaser each 
connected for 2-run homers to push the Bulldogs up to a 6-0 advantage.   

  The score held until the host team plated another run in the home half of the 
fourth.  In the top of the fifth Dupes ripped a double to left, giving the Lady 
Raiders a good scoring chance.  But Feaser ended the threat by getting a pop out 
and strikeout.  Big Spring added two more runs in the bottom of the fifth.  Balliet’s 
leadoff double in the top of the seventh was finally rewarded with a two-out RBI 
single by Dupes that broke the scoreless drought for the Middletown side.  But 



they would get no more and the loss moved the team to the district consolation 
game with hopes for a win to qualify for states.   

Fleetwood 3, Middletown 1 

  With the third-place spot on the line the Lady Raiders traveled to Fleetwood on 
Friday, June 3, after Thursday’s scheduled contest had been postponed due to rain.  
The Tigers were coming off a 5-3 loss to Hamburg in the other semi-final and fell 
behind early as the Blue Raiders took a 1-0 lead in the top of the second inning.  
The lead did not hold up, however, as Fleetwood scored twice in the bottom of the 
fifth and added an insurance run in the home half of the sixth to secure the victory.  

  In the second inning Balliet led off with a single but was forced at second on a 
fielder’s choice by Miller.  With two outs Cam Martinez ripped a triple to right, 
driving in Miller for the go-ahead run.  Miller had a 1-2-3 inning in the bottom to 
keep it a 1-run game.  In the third, Lines reached second on a bloop double and 
Dintiman walked to put two runners on base.  But a fly out to deep right by Chloe 
Kahler and a line out off the bat of Balliet ended the threat.   

  With two outs in the top of the fourth Martinez hit a double to right and Mehlia 
Rinesmith poked a single.  But Martinez was thrown out at home on the play trying 
to score.  Miller and the defense kept the Tigers from scoring in the home half of 
the fourth and the Raiders went down in order in the top of the fifth as the 
Middletown clung to its 1-0 lead.  

  That changed in the bottom of the fifth following a pair of hits and an error.  The 
Tigers took advantage by plating the tying and go-ahead runs, the second one on a 
sacrifice fly by Emily Miller.  Pitcher Kaitlyn Pytleski sat down the Raiders in 
order in the top of the sixth and the Tigers picked up another run in the home half, 
which turned out to be the final margin of victory.  The Lady Raiders tried to get a 
rally going in the top of the seventh and got off to a good start.  Miller singled to 
center and Martinez drew a walk on 5 pitches to get the first two batters on base.  
But Pytleski struck out the next two hitters and then induced a groundout to 
shortstop to end the threat and the game and the season for the Lady Raiders.   

 

  

     


